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Now police set
canine academ

CORDIELLE STREEY

WHILE the United Kingdom is set to *loan™ local
government police officers to aid in the fight against
crime, a new unit of the T&T Police Service huss been
established with the assistance of the United States
Rovernment

The fully-functional T&T Cunine Academy was
officially lsunched vesterduy with a gruduation of its
first class of 11 tactical narcotic dogs and certified
handlers, held on the academy’s truining grounds in
Tucker Valley, Chaguaramas

Feature speaker Ministor of National Security
Martin Joseph announced at the graduction that the
new unit wes not part of o “new crime fighting plan.”

“The realisation of this acaderny is an asset forour
ministzy and citizens as a whole. It represents a fur-
ther strengthening of the Police Service and lawen
forcoment,” Joseph said.

“This institution will boost our law enforcement
capabilities, as we will now be able to execute our
own in-house canine training programme on a sus-
tained basis,” he added.

The US Embassy, through its Internstional Nar-
colics and Law Enforcemont Programme, began the
project in 2005 by purchasing four explosive detec-
tion canines for the Police Service and Customs and
Excise, Joseph said.

Charge D’ Affairs o the embassy, Eugene Sweeney,
said the four canine units at the time were prema-
turely called to action due to the spate of bombings
in Port-of-Spain.

“At the time some were sceptical, claiming it was
just another needless oxpense Eleven dayw lator the
first of 1 string of bombs went off in Port-of-Spain.
The rest, as we say, is history,” said Sweenoy.

The US funded the project at a cost of [1S$125,000.
This included the Laining by US-based group CSI
International of one certified instructor Cpl Lenford
Blades to command the academy and two assistant
instructors, PCs Jason Donawa and Sunil Viay Ba
boolal.

“This academy can serve as s training hub within
the Caribbean as it now offers our regional countor-
parts the oppartanity to reeive quality training of
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A police tactical narcatics dog chases a mock suspect dur
1 a cemonstration exercise al the Canine Academy, Tuck-
2r Valley, Chaguaramas, yesterday Puwo: Basn NG Fart

international standard within the region itself,” said
Joseph.

Commissioner of Police Trevor Paul said there
wiis u failed attempt at establishing the unit in 2000
but this “re-established” unit would be an invaly-
ahle aid to the country durning the Cricket Werld Cup
2007

losoph added that the unit had been mandated to |

target criminal activities involving illegal drugs such
as heroine, cocaine and marijuans,

The canine units will also be called upon for de-
ploy and conduct tracking, building searches, arti-
cle search and spprebension, crowd control and pro-
tection of citizens and officers.

CSI International president Anthony Piegaro was
ulso on hand for the gradustion and facilitated mock
altercations in which the dogs were usod to detect
drugs, find a runaway suspect and detain an armed
attacker.

Paul said plans had already been put in to pluce
to expand and relocate the fucilities.




